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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In a restriction requirement dated January 21, 1999 (Paper No. 7), the Examiner 
required restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 between the claims of Group I (claims 23- 
25); Group II (claims 26 and 33); Group III (claims 27 and 33); Group IV (claim 28 and 
33); Group V (claims 29-33, 37 and 38); Group VI (claims 34 and 38; Group VII (claims 
35 and 38; and Group VIII (claims 36 and 38). Applicants provisionally elect to 
prosecute Group I, claims 23-25, with traverse. 

A restriction requirement is proper when (1) the inventions are independent or 
distinct as claimed; and (2) there is a serious burden on the Examiner. Applicants 
submit that it would not pose a serious burden on the Examiner to search the subject 
matter of the groups of inventions together, since all of the groups relate to a purified 
HIV-1 variant virus, and members of each of the groups are classified in class 435, 
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subclass 235.1. Therefore, applicants request reconsideration of the restriction 
requirement and the examination of all groups together in the instant application. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our deposit account 06-0916. 
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